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Kupie Kaimoulo to BipAio oag «Xéppa. H Yuxn
tou MévTou» KUKAOPSPNOE MPpoéoPaTA KAl EXEI
fdn ayannBsi ané koivé aild kar Biliokpitikoys.
Moia otoixsia katd T Yvopn oag to kabiotouy
To00 EeExwplotd;

©ua €leya S kutapxdg ol avayvOoTES yonTedovtat amnd
Tov pifo kart yAwooa. Aniadr, tnv mepimeteindn {wr
TWY NEWAV KAl TO TIKE Eival KTUOPEVOI P UAIKA Kefvng
™G emoxtig, aAkd kai Ty atpdéagaipa mou dnpioupysi
o Aéyog. O pibog, o1 xapakTrpeg Kal i Y\dooa yivovtal
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YIANNIS KALPOUZ

Mr Kalpouzos, your book, “Serra- Tt
Pontus”, was recently released and h
by readers and book critics. In your op
it that makes this book so special

First of all,  would say that readers ar
myth and the language, and by that
turous life of the characters and how.th
with “materials” of that era, as well as
The myth, the characters and the 1an'gi_1
reason to enter the contemplative aspe

@prOE! kavelg kar oTny OTOXAOTIKA
oTopRLATOG, N omofa avixvelel Tig
1qc 08nyoUv OTIE KAAITEPES KAl 0TS
{10 KON TG propotue va ubaceu-
[ou TTapapUAG HECT Pac. To aypiw Ttou
pa Kot dpKd. Avappipoha dkpwg

1 n JwvTavi] avanapaotacn twy
ctoviag wv EAAvey Tou Movtou kal
\emrTopEpelsg £V TToMoIG dyVWOoTES,
vripoopuywy Movtivy otn YoBietcy
EEi¢ TIOU UTIECTNGAY amno To ZTalIviké
Mg ypdgel kain ekraideuTikdg Avia
.akmmouZog €xel TTAGOEI EKTGC amo Tov
VIPIKG TOU KA, TOV faAnve, kai do
uvaIkefoug XapakTipes, Ty Praaven
'u":pupiiouv avoign (oo ki av oTny
&1 Bupuxelpavid) Kal Xapdooovtal

| 0UVEeTE Ty TOTE avBpuTIoYE@YPAPIa.

£ pepbao o exelva Ta Xpovia Kal va
Aa ot puBomhacia ev £idel BiwpaTikig
v va odoa padf pe Toug RPWEC.
Xpovia éxete emuKevipwdzi oTo 1070~
pripa. T1 cag odfynos o€ auth TNV

&vog 611 o1 {wég Twv avBpenwy Tou

Hmepigxouy p' évav TPOTOo TO oljpepa.

£ yontedel 1) mepinAavnorn og AANOTIVES
EKel ouvavte Ty makid EAAGSa, Toug
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which traces the paths that lead us to the best and worst
moments in life and how we can harness the beast that
lurks within us. A beast thirsty for power, money and flesh.
The vivid representation of the tribulation of the Greek
and the Armenian genocides is also very imporant, along
with details that were largely unknown until now, such as
the life of Pontian Greek refugees in the Soviet Unionand
the persecution under Stalin’s rule. As teacher Ada Trypa
writes, “Perhaps that is because Kalpouzos has created,
apart from the emblematic main character Galinos, two
memorable female characters, Filanthi and Talin, who
‘smell’ like spring (even though they will face a very heavy
winter) and are engraved within us.”’

You are not Pontian. How did you manage to reach
"the spirit of the Pontus" through your bool?

I made it thanks to long and laborious research that aimed
to heip me understand the historical events, attitudes,
behaviors, manners, way of thinking and whatever used
to compose the human geography back then. The large
amount of data and information that | collected helped
me go back to those times. | included everything in my
book as if it was something | experienced; as if | lived with
these characters.

You have focused on the historical novel genre over
the past few years. What led you to this choice?
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POYOVoUS pag Kar afieg Tig
omoleg eSooTpakioajs, eve
HaBaivw, e apoppr Tig 10TO-
PIKEG TTEPITIETEIES, YIO TOV
avBpowro kal ta g Puxrg
tou. Ki 6Aa autd 8Aw va ta
HOIPACTW e TOUG avayvad-
oteg. Emiong, to 1otopiké
HuBiotépnua mpoogépetal yia v avaynAdgnon tng
yMbdooag kalwg avakaiinte mdpmoilec Eexaopéveg
MEzig, o1 omoigg pou mapéxouy th SuvatdTta va rAé-
§w véa yAwooikd oxripata. Mépav autdy, aicBdvopal
va eTexw oTo agvao g Jwiig péoa and to IoTopIKS
pubictépnua.

To gpwtiKG oroixeio mrailel onpavtiké péro oto
"oéppa’. Mapapéver ouoiactikés o £pwtag 1 tov
£xoupe unofabpics;

O gpuwrag éxer tn Slvapun va petatpédiel Ty aoxiua
Og Oop@Ia, To aviapd ot ouykivioiaxr ékpnin, v
kOAaoN o€ Tapddelco. Xug Pépeg pag Tov meprtuli Eape
He 1AouoTpacIoY xapT, Tov meplopioaye kupfwg oto
oapiiké Tou Koppdt, emBdiiape wg mpog v ékppact
Tou ty aiobnTiky sutédeta kar Siaypdpape ™ Babid
Yruxiki) cupmSpeuon. Zuvenadg, Tov unofadpicape.
Qo1600, aképn kpatd kar tohud va avlicel Onwg O
AouhoUd1 atng aopdAtou T xapapaud.

‘Exete katamaotei 18 pe emuxia pe v moinon,
™ Aoyotexvia kal tn otixoupyia. Th Hmopoupe va
TIEPIUEVOUE ANTG £0GG GTO HEANOY;

Ané tov levdpn Eexivnoa Ty £peuva yia éva véo 10To-
PIKS HUBIOTSpNpa, SlWE sival TOAD vwpig va avapepBid
oe Aemrtopépeies. AMwote propsei o Salpovag tng
gumveuong va pe Eeatpatios! npog GhAa povonduia.
MNavrwg éxw oxke@Tei MoAEq popéc va katamaoté
e €va Beatpikd £pyo, av Kar péxpl oTiyprg Sev to
anotéhunoa. lows épbei oav vopotéeia, drwc téoa
GAda otn Qi pou.
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of people in the past some-
¢ how include today. Essential-
ly, | write about today and
how it was “woven” with the
threads of yesterday. Yet lam
fascinated with the wander-
ing in bygone days, because
that is where | get to know Greece from the past, our
ancestors and the values that we ostracized. While study-
ing various historic events, ! learn about humans and their
souls. And [ want to share all that with my readers. Also,
historical novel is the most suitable literary genre for the
reexamining of language; | keep discovering numerous
forgotten words, which provide me with the opportunity
to create new language patterns. Plus, thanks to historical
novels, | get to participate in ‘eternal life’
Romance plays an important role in "Serra- The
spirit of the Pontus". Is love still essential or have we
downgraded it?
Love has the power to transform ugliness into beauty,
boring things into emotional explosion, hell into paradise.
Nowadays we have wrapped it up in glossy paper, we nar-
rowed it down mostly to the carnal sense, we imposed
an aesthetic worthlessness on its expression and deleted
the authentic mental concurrence. Therefore, yes, I'd say
we have downgraded it. However, it still holds on and
dares to bloom like a flower growing through a crack in
the concrete.
Youare already a successful poet, writer and lyricist.
What should we expect from you in the future?
Since January | began research for a new historical novel,

but it is too early to reveal any other details. Besides, my

inner demon of inspiration may take me to another path

The truth is| have thought of writing a play, although so far - .
I haven’t dared to do it. Maybe it will come as an mwolabl _

rule, like so many other things in my life.

| am convinced that the lives






