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w1a pixprj enapxia rov Nopov TIEALag.
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ej/fcozmam’&;ym KATOTmLy oIy YevETerpd s,
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owkoyéverd ryg. Aavpever 1y Coyoapixif

Kar Ty )wyoré‘xw'ﬂ, KA1 MOTEVEL TIWS 1] AYATTy

TS YLa TV TEAEVTALA TNV 001y noe TEAIKA
aTy oVYY0APT.

Discussing with
SOPHIE
THEODORIDOU

She comes from Almopia, a small
province in the Prefecture of Pella.
She studied to be a kindergarten
teacher in Thessaloniki and then
moved to her birthplace, where she

lives to this day with her family.
She loves painting and literature,
and believes that her love for the latter

has ultimately led her to writing.
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FACE

Kupia @codwpidou ouctiote | (Al
Hag pe Aiya Adyia to véo oag pu-
01ot6pnpa «Moppupd Motdpi».
To «[Moppupd motdui» eival €va
KoIVwVIKS 10TopIkd pubictdépnua,
TO omoio gumvevotnka and pia
ainBivij 1otopia. Méoa and tn Jwn
Twv SUO KEVIPIKWV PHOU NPWW®Y, TNG
Ni16Bng kal tou PIAiT, Toug omoioug
Sével and naidid pia duvath aydmn,
mou wotdoo amodeikvietal adié€o-
&n, ta&idevoupe otnv Kanmadokia
TV apxwv tou 200U aikdva wg TV
Kataotpoen, tnv MéAn kai tny Odno-
06 Kal apyotepa, HETA TN cuPPwvia
AvtaAlayng, otnv EAAGSa.

Yndpxel Kdmo10G AoyoTeXVIKOG Rpwag tou BifAiou tov
omoio ayanroate 181aitepa kai yiati;

Mpdypat, aydnnoa 1Siaitepa tov PIAiT, Tov KEVIPIKS Hou
fpwa, o’ autd pou to BifAio. Me cuvdpmace n aydmn tou
yia tnv EAAGSa ki n evaicOnaia, mou kpufer dSpwg kKaAd
KATw am’ Tov okAnpo- em@avelakd- xapaktipa tou. Eivai
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Mrs Theodoridou, please introduce
us with a few words to your latest
novel “Red River”.
“Red River” is a social, historical nov-
el, which | was inspired to write by a
real story. In the life of the two cen-
tral characters, Niobe and Philip, who
. were bound together as children by a
deep love, which nevertheless proved
to be a dead end. We travelled to
Cappadocia early in the 20th century,
until the Asia Minor disaster (1922),
to Constantinople and Odessa and
later, after the population exchange
agreement, to Greece.

Is there some literary hero in the book that you are
particularly fond of and why?

In fact, | am particularly fond of Philip, my central hero in
this book. | was inspired by his love of Greece and his sen-
sitivity, which is however well hidden under a superficially
tough personality. He is short-tempered and angry, but

DAILY CRUISES

KpnTtikég Huepnoieg Kpovaliépeg

SPRD SONE TIME

F:"W‘M‘T"—_'T"
in Parad.ise. ”...

o&uUBupog Kkal oéptikog, ya Se diotddel va kKAdyel dtav
{opiotei ouvaioBnpatikd ki ag pn Bewpeital kdt Té€toio
avdpotpemég atnv emoxi mou (el.

"H amodox1j k1 n aydny
TV AVaYVOOTAY UE WbeL
va ovvexiow."

KaB@wg diavuoupe pia e€aipetikd 8UokoAn mepioSo Aoyw
™S Kpiong, N Aoyotexvia ti poAo pmopei va Siadpapatioel
Katd tn YVeun oag;

Eival Mipdvi, kataguyio, otig SUoKoAeG oTIYES yia Toug avBp®-
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kalnpepivétntag. Eivar emiong didaktikr, kabwg mMoAy ouxva
avuAappavépaote cupmdoxovtag pe GAAoug avBpwrioug, ako-
pn ki av autoi ival MAdopata thg gavtaciag tou cuyypagéa, ot
Sev avupetwnifoupe povaxa gpeic Suokolieg, Ot autég ouppa-
SiCouv pe v id1a tn {wn).'H, aAMiwg, cuveiSntomoloUpe emité-
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does not hesitate to weep when he is under psychological
pressure, even though he regards such behavior as unmanly
in the age he lives in.

Since we are going through an extremely difficult
period owing to the crisis, what role, in your opinion,
can literature play?

Art is a port, a refuge, in people’s difficult moments. It is a
consolation. A good read is a relief, as it takes us far away
from the problems of daily life. It is also a learning process,
since very often we understand things by sharing them with
other people, even if they are creatures of the novelist’s
imagination, so that we are not alone in facing the difficulties
that accompany life. In other words, we become aware, at
last, that the phrase of Papadiamantis is true “As though
people’s trials and tribulations never ended”. In addition,
beyond its aesthetic pleasure and sweetening of the soul, it
improves the citizens in the city” according to Aristophanes.

When did you become aware that you wanted to take
up writing?

When | was very young, at the age of seven or eight years
old, when | wrote my own fairytales, illustrated them and
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" H loyorexvia
etvai Aipdvi,
KaraQuvyio,
071§ OUTKOAES

OTLYUES Yid rovg-l
avbpdmovg..." |

Aoug 611 1oxUel ) prion tou Manadiapdvtn «Zav va *xave moté
teAeiwpd ta fdoava ki ol kanpoi tou kéopouy. Emmpdobeta,
n téxvn mépa and v aiedntikr ndovr| Kai Tov YAUKaopo tng
Yuxiig «BeAtioug Toiei Toug TTOAITag ev Talg MOAESI» KATA TOV
Apiotopavn.

Mote ouveidnromnoinoate nwg O£Aete va aoxoAnOeite pe
™ ouyypagr;

A6 oAU pikpr, o€ nAIKia e@Td-oxTw £TWV, dtav KI éypagpa ta
S1kd pou mapapubia, ta eikovoypagpoloda Kal...UTToXPEWvd TIG
pileg pou va ta Siafdoouv. Qotdoo, To peydho Pripa €yive TOAU
apyotepa. Mia iotopia mou pou agnyriénkav pe evénveuce
TG00, WOTe anmopdoiod va SOKIPNAo® Tl PITOPW VA KATAPEPW.
AnotéAeopa autiig tng mpoomndbeiag rtav To mpwTo pou Pubi-
otdépnua, o omoio aykdhiacav eubug ol exddoeig Wuxoyidg otig
oroieg ameuBUvOnKa kal pe TG omoieg cuvepydopal wg orpePa.
H amodoxr ki ) aydnmn Twv avayvwotwv e wlnoe va cuvexiow
KI €101 ofpePa €xw 18 oTo EvEPYNTIKG POU OXTW €pPYa.

‘Exete oke@tei | oxedidosl ta emépevd oag Bripata;
Oa eival kdmolo 10TopIk6 pubioctépnua kai mdii; Oa
OKEQPTOCAOCTAV VA KATATIACTEITE e KAMmolo dA)o €idog
Ypaeng, mx Sifynua, maidiké Biplio  oevdpio;
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...obliged my friends to read them. However, the big step

came much later.

A story | was told inspired me so much that | decided to
try and write it. The result of this effort was my first novel,
which was immediately embraced by the publishing house
Psychogios, to which | addressed myself and with which
| still collaborate. The readers’ reception and love have
pushed me to continue so that today | already have eight
books to my credit.

Have you ever thought about or planned your next
steps? Will it be another historical novel? Would you
consider taking up some other type of writing, e.g.
short stories, children’s literature or scenarios?

| left the short story behind me as a teenager, when | was
making my first efforts that found a “roof” in my school’s
little newspaper. Today however, the thought does not
attract me. Children’s books | could perhaps write and
may eventually try it someday, when my boys produce
grandchildren. Scenarios are an unknown species to me,
so that, for the present, | will continue along the path |
have charted and in the type of historical-social novel that
continues to delight me.

To &iynua to denoa miocw pou am’ ta epnPikd pou xpdvia.

Tote €kava TG mpwTteg pou Mpoonddeleg, ol omoieg kai Ppr)-
Kav KoTEYNY otV ePnuepPISoUAa Tou oxoleiou pou, oripepa
Spwg S pe eAklel n okéyn. Maidika BifAia 6a ymopouoa va
YPAYw kI iowg to Sokiydow kdmote, dtav ta aydpia pou Jou
pEpouv gyyovia. To oevdpio eival dyvwoTto €idog yia péva,
OMOTE... MPOG To Mapov Ba cuvexiow otov Spdpo mou €xw
xapa&el kal oTo €i80g Tou 1I0ToPIKOU-KOIVWVIKOU pubicTopii-
patog, to ormoio kai e§akohoubei va pe cuvapmadel.

Eiote pia ouyypagp£ag ayanntr 6To KoIvo Kal EUTTOANTN.
Ané tnv epneipia oag mola givai ta cuotatikd EkEiva mou
0a kdvouv £va BipAio va Bpei tn 0€on tou otn BipAioBrikn
Kai Tnv kapdid Tou avayvwotn);

Makdpl va umjpxe ouvtayi, va tn poipalépouyv padi oag
Kdl € TOUG avayvwoteg oag. Ma S Bewpw Mpoocwmikd
éu undpxel. Napadeiypatog xdpiv Siamotwvoupe ot Pi-
BAia mapdpolag Bepatoypagiag dAAa aykahid{ovtal am’ to
avayvwaoTiko Kolvo Ki dAAa ta urmodéxovtal ol avayvewoTeg
adidpopa.’Exel va kdvel Ipo@avwg Pe TNV atopIkOTNTA Tou
ouyypagéa mou odnyei o’ £va oUyKeKpIPEVO UPoG Ki autd
eival kaBapd mpoowmikd. Ae 8iddoketal oUte Kal pmopei,
uroB€tw, va katnyopiomoinoei.

You are an author whose books are beloved by the
public and easy to sell. From your experience, what
components cause a book to find space on a bookshelf
and in the heart of the reader?

| wish there was some recipe, so that | could share it with
you and your readers. But | don’t personally believe there
is. For example, we confirm regarding books on similar
themes, that some are embraced by the reading public and
others are accepted indifferently. It has to do obviously
with the individuality of the author that leads to a specific
style which is purely personal. It cannot be taught nor |
suppose can it be described.

"The readers’ reception
and love have pushed me
to continue so that today
[ already have eight books
to my credit.”



